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FAREWELL AND GODSPEED

This is my final “pastor’s column” - as of February 1<, | will be retired from my position of
Pastor of St. John's, Coplay. As of February 1st, | will be 66 % years of age, when Social

Security says a “late Baby Boomer” like me is eligible for full benefits. And, 66 % is a reasonable
retirement age.

What does all this mean for me? It means | must bid Farewell and Godspeed to being
your Pastor. | can no longer officiate at your baptisms, communions, confirmations, marriages,
funerals, and all other official acts that a Pastor is called to do. Like all families that move on,
Cathy and I, Vickie and Connor, and my step-mom Emily will have to find new church homes to
worship in and minister through (Jeremy, having moved to New Jersey years ago, is already
active and on Church Council at Holy Trinity, Nutley).

More important, what does all this mean for you? It means bidding Farewell and
Godspeed to me and my family. Certainly we will bump into each other occasionally, but anything
to do with St. John's must be off-limits, so that you can effectively move forward into the pastoral
transition. This will also give your new Pastor total freedom from “the ghost of pastor past.”

If all of the above sounds a bit clinical and cold, allow me to express the warmth that |
really want to share. Only after our Lord Jesus Christ and my family, you are all the best! Surely
we had some tough times, but by the Grace of God, our ministry together effectively brought
Salvation in Christ to a whole generation in Coplay, Whitehall, and beyond. That's huge! In
short, then, | shall miss all of you very, very much.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Coplay, Pennsylvania

Kenneth Napoli, Council President
Cell Phone 484-225-2611

Church Office Phone: 610-262-6171 Church Office email: stjohnscoplay@rcn.com




Now the good news: St. John's is now poised for future ministry with new pastoral
leadership! Thanks to our Lord and your faithfulness, St. John's is ready to bring Salvation in
Christ to a whole new generation! And all of your efforts will be blessed and strengthened by our
Gracious God! So, members and friends of St. John's: keep coming to worship and Sunday
School; keep up your offerings; and minister to and with all those in need. And trust in God, who
gives joy in this life, and the promise of Eternal Life yet to come!

Farewell and Godspeed,

Tornd:

Young at Heart
(“Sunday School” for teens and adults)

IS on hold for now, as we begin our pastoral transition.

LENTEN MIDWEEK SERIES 2024
SOUP, BREAD, & DISCUSSION

ON HOLD FOR NOW, AS WE BEGIN OUR PASTORAL TRANSITION.



Sharing
God’s
Love

Sunday School
St. Valentine’s Party

Come one, come all,
young and old, big and small,
to St. John’s Sunday School
on February 11t
during the regular 9:00 AM Sunday
School hour!

We'll sing songs, play games, make crafts,
eat snacks and learn about how St.
Valentine showed God’s love to all.

Don’t miss it!
(and Bring Your Friends!)




Lenten Self-Denial

[t’s such a simple thing, but the special offerings placed in our annual Lenten Self-Denial envelopes make a

big statement about our ministry here at St. John’s.

These special offerings are one of the significant ways we show our remembrance of and appreciation for
our Lord’s sacrifice for us. These special offerings help us reach out with this Good News of Salvation to

those who don’t yet appreciate it.

So, please be generous with your Lenten Self-Denial envelope — it’s that unassuming pink one in your
offering envelope box — and make a big difference on behalf of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Thanks!

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
COPLAY, PENNSYLVANIA

COUNCIL
PRESIDENT

Ken Napoli

COUNCIL
VICE-PRESIDENT

Joe Danner

ORGANIST Ruthann Brandt

SEXTON Thomas Gartner

PARISH
SECRETARY

Jane Gillespie

FINANCIAL
SECRETARY

Ondrea Neifert

TREASURER Nancy Recker

345 Calvert Street
Whitehall, PA 18052

566 East Eighth Street
Northampton, PA 18067

157 S. Second St.
Coplay, PA 18037

10 S. Third St.
Coplay, PA 18037

3352 Gail Lane
Whitehall, PA 18052

4410 Henry Street
Easton, PA 18045

1344 Stewart St.
Northampton, PA 18067

(cell) 484-225-2611
knapoli84@gmail.com

(cell) 484-788-9792
jedanner71@outlook.com

610-262-3304
Rmusic@ptd.net

484-860-7410
Sfordstepside2@aol.com

610-264-1111
stjohnscoplay@rcn.com

(home) 610-253-3994
(cell) 610-216-9216
oneifert@rcn.com

(cell) 484-788-2917
nancy_recker@yahoo.com




ASH WEDNESDAY

We can only be forgiven if we admit our need for forgiveness. That takes true :
3 g humility. It is this true humility that we symbolize through the Imposition of
&9 Ashes on Ash Wednesday. This day, second only to Good Friday, is when we g
§ humbly acknowledge the depths of our sinfulness and our complete inability b
# to overcome it. This day is for remembering and repenting.
g Thanks to God and our Savior Jesus Christ it is also a day
s for renewal.

d Please do join us for our annual worship service of Holy
d Communion and Imposition of Ashes, on Ash
4 Wednesday, February 14" at 7:30 PM. "I am the
% resurrection and the life," saysthe Lord, "he who belicves
g in me, though he die, yet shall he live." (John 11:25)
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= Vasy

ASH WEDNESDAY
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St. John’s Bible Study

is on hold for now,
as we begin our

pastoral transition.
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Easter Lilies, Memorials, and
Honoraria

, \\ Our sanctuary always looks beautiful for Easter, and part of that
beauty is created through the donations of lilies by our members.
Whether you honor a loved one, or are moved to remember a
departed loved one, everyone at St. John’s appreciates this

expression of love. The cost of each plant is $14, and the deadline
for ordering Easter lilies is March 24t (Palm Sunday).

Another way to memorialize or honor our loved ones is to make a donation in their name
to one of St. John’s special funds.

Please use the form(s) included in this newsletter or in your Sunday worship bulletin, or
call Antoinette Sehar at 610-390-6821 (for lily orders) or Ondie Neifert at 610-216-9216

(for memorials and honoraria) by March 24t in order to have your gift(s) listed in the
Easter worship bulletin.

Thank you!

ORDER FORM FOR EASTER LILIES
EASTER 2024

[ wish to order lilies to decorate the church on Easter.
Please order Easter lilies for me at $14 per plant.

IN MEMORY OF:

IN HONOR OF:
GIVEN BY:
Envelope # Phone number

Total $ enclosed:

+»» DEADLINE FOR SPECIAL GIFTS IS MARCH 24™, «++

(IN ORDER TO BE LISTED IN THE WORSHIP BULLETIN) ‘; \S E

4% FORMS ARE BEING TAKEN BY ANTOINETTE SEHAR ***



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

BAKED ZITI
PICK UP DINNER
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24™

18 S. 3RP ST, COPLAY

MENU: 4 Cheese Baked Ziti
Salad
Applesauce
Roll
Dessert
Drive through pick up 4-5:30

Free Will Donations are gratefully accepted
PRE-ORDERS ONLY to help defray the cost and allow us to

Call Karen continue our mission of helping others.
610-653-2816

Deadline to order:
FRI, FEBRUARY 16th




- 2023 Financial Statements

. Financial statements for last year have been printed for giving units with recorded
; offermgs of $250 or more. Please stop in the Social Hall to pick up the record of

- your offerings for 2023. If yours has not been printed and you would like a

. Statement, please contact Ondie Neifert.

" As always, thank you for your gifts throughout the year — they make it possible
- for St. John’s ministry in our congregation, in our community, and in the world!

THANK YOU!
. Gowr Frvance & & @wam{fé;'a Committze

MEMORIAL AND HONORARIUM FORM
EASTER 2024

Enclosed $

IN MEMORY OF:
IN HONOR OF:

GIVEN BY:

ENVELOPE #: PHONE:

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT FUND OF ST. JOHN’S
CHURCH COOLING FUND OF ST. JOHN’S
MEMORIAL FUND OF ST. JOHN’S

ORGAN FUND OF ST. JOHN’S
GENERAL ACCOUNT OF ST. JOHN’S

«+» DEADLINE FOR SPECIAL GIFTS IS MARCH 24™ +++
(IN ORDER TO BE LISTED IN THE WORSHIP BULLETIN)

**% FORMS ARE BEING TAKEN BY ONDIE NEIFERT ***



CAN YOU HELP WITH GIFTS?

&
&
&
&
&

] Easter gifts for St. John’s shut-ins, that is! These semi-annual visits with gifts [

(Christmas is the other time) are an essential way we show our love to our [
members who can no longer attend worship.

Our Social Ministry Committee handles this ministry and we would love your &

ideas and help! So please join us for our next meeting, Tuesday, February 27 &
] at 10 AM in the Social Hall. If you would like to help but can’t make the meeting &
& (e.g., you work during the day), let me know at 610-799-2580.

IZI THANK YOU A
for using your little
L WORLD HUNGER ENVELOPE!

.

- 2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES '

Our offering envelopes are here! Please pick them up from the table in the Social Hall.

/» Thank you for your continued support of the ministry here at St. John’s!

~ OndieNeifert
Financial Secretary
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St. John’s Lutheran Church, Coplay, PA
Council Meeting
Date: December 11, 2023

Jeremy Snyder

Pastor Tim Boyer, Joe Danner, Roni Dech, Gayle Ganser, Bill Gilfert,
MEMBERS PRESENT: | ouise Hash, Beth Napoli, Ondie Neifert, Jeff Reinhard, Nadine Shull,

MEMBERS EXCUSED: | Ken Napoli, Nancy Recker, Britt Yenser

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

*Donation requests were received from the Lehigh Conference of Churches and Muhlenberg

College’s Institute for Religious & Cultural Understanding
*2 requisitions received from West End Property Mgmt. for repairs at the rental

*Snow plowing contract received from Don Dreisbach

*Letter noting that a judge in Maryland approved attorney fees. No other information received

but believed to be related to the estate of Mr. Johnson.

The monthly meeting was held on December 11, 2023. President Joe Danner called the

meeting to order at 6:56 PM.

Pastor Tim led the Council in opening prayer.

After minutes from the November 13, 2023, meeting was read, Jeff Reinhard moved to approve

the minutes. Beth Napoli seconded. All ayes, minutes approved.

Motion to Accept Motion Seconded
Report Made By By

Report Read—Motion
Carried—Yes/No

PASTOR’S REPORT: Nadine Shull Bill Gilfert

YES

Condolences to the family of Susie Rape; special thanks to our Veterans;
thanks to all for your participation in socks donations for Topton Home's

Summary from Pastor’s Christmas Drive, voting on November 7%, 150" Anniversary Pr. Jody Neifert

Report: Sunday, annual Blood Drive, Filling Sale, 57* annual Coplay Community
Thanksgiving, newsletter volunteers, and more, all in November!
FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S Jeff Reinhard Louise Hash YES
REPORT:
YES

TREASURER’S REPORT: Louise Hash Beth Napoli




COMMITTEE REPORTS

Hailey Correll received her First Holy Communion on Reformation Sunday, October 29%. .The Angel
Tree for gift donations was put up in November. We're rehearsing for our Christmas program and
will be participating in other Advent events (sanctuary and social hall decorating, making Christmas

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: cards for the shut-in gifts that the Social Ministry Committee will deliver, and Christmas Caroling).
6 members are recommended to be removed from the rolls. (Amanda Sicher, Paul Cooper, Broc
EVANGELISM: Hertzog, Uwe Neumann, Erica Neumann, Tami Pincheroli). Baptism is scheduled for January 14®™.
Next pick up dinner will be Sat, January 13* (Chicken pot pie). Shepherd Pie picks up dinner and
FELLOWSHIP: Thanksgiving filling sale were successful.
FINANCE & NO REPORT
STEWARDSHIP:
NO REPORT
PROPERTY:
SCHOLARSHIP: NO REPORT
Because of issues with Facebook, Joe may go back to using the laptop which will also help with the
SOCIAL MEDIA: background noise.
SOCIAL MINISTRY: NO REPORT
WORSHIP AND MUSIC: NO REPORT
PICNIC:
4 candidates for the openings on Council. Ken Napoli, Beth Napoli, Roni Dech, and Greg Miller.
NOMINATING: Election to be held at Congregational Meeting on Sun, 11/17.
Last event will be participating in the Christmas Caroling to shut ins. Food bank donations are being
150™ ANNIVERSARY: taken through Christmas Eve
COPLAY COMM DAYS: NO REPORT
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: NONE
*Motion made by Ondie to accept the snow plowing contract from Don Dreisbach. Pastor Tim
seconded. All ayes, motion passed.
*Vote was taken on the recommendation by the Evangelism Committee to remove 6 people from
the rolls. (See Evangelism report). All ayes, recommendation passed.
*Suggestion was made to find out if there is anything we can do for the hearing-impaired during
worship. Joe is going to investigate headphones.
*Some repairs need to be done at the rental. All in agreement for Tommy to try to fix, and if he
can’t, we will have West End take care of them.
*Joe is going to schedule time with Ondie and Nancy to review the West End statements to make
sure everything is in line with what we’ve received.
*Pastor supplied Council with various resources as we move into the Pastoral Transition. Joe will try
to schedule the exit interview with the Rev. Dody Siegfried for our next Council meeting beginning
at 6:30.
*Discussion of the church’s mail. It is currently delivered to Pastor’s house to be distributed. Joe
will check with the Coplay Post Office about a PO Box; another suggestion was to put a mailbox at
NEW BUSINESS: the front door. We will discuss our options at the next meeting.
* Jeff asked that a blank page be put in our Book of Minutes in honor of Susie Rape.
*Bill is looking for additional lectors.
FOR THE GOOD OF ST. *A big thank you to Joe and Louise for preparing the holiday dinner for Council.

JOHN’S




Motion for Adjournment _Motion Made By:

Motion Secorided By:

Meeting End Time:

Bill Gilfert

Ondie Neifert

8:00 PM

Meeting ended with Council praying the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,
Nadine Shull

Nadine Shull, Council Secretary

.0000000000000000..0000000.0000000000
o In the event of severely inclement weather, any :
+ cancellation(s) of our Sunday School and/or church can be o

e viewed on:

@ o % Facebook:

3 www.stiohnscoplay.com

\ﬁ* St.John’sLutheranCoplay
ﬂ/)} % WFMZ-TV (only when conditions

are extreme)




ST. JOHN'S YOUTH GROUP

IS on hold for now, as we begin our pastoral transition.

EASTER FILLING SALE

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
18 S. 3RP ST, COPLAY

Make your Easter preparations easier with a pan of St. John’s delicious
potato filling!

2 Ib pan $9.00
13 x 9 inch pan $25.00

PRE-ORDERS ONLY PICK UP AT THE CHURCH:
Call Karen Haines

610-653-2816 Friday, March 22" from 12-2
By Friday, March 15th Saturday, March 23rd from 9-11




Thank you...

...to Associate of the Bishop, Pastor Samantha Drennan, and Northern Lehigh Valley
Mission District Dean, Pastor Dody Siegfried, for guiding us as we begin our pastoral
transition.

...Ken Napoli - President, Joe Danner - Vice President, all Council, and all Staff leading
us as we begin our pastoral transition.

...to Superintendent Gail Yudt and all our Sunday School teachers, staff, students, and
parents.

...to all who helped “UNdecorate” the church after Christmas.

..to our Church Council Staff, committee and group leaders and members, for all the
ministries they enable, and for their 2023 Annual Reports.

...to Parish Secretary Jane Gillespie for all she does, especially another excellent job
compiling all the Annual Reports, as well as taking on the position of Editor of this
News From the Pews newsletter.

-..to Cathy Boyer for being Editor of this News From the Pews Newsletter for the past
26 years and helping our parish secretary to transition to the new job.

...to our smiling usher/greeters who welcome us all to worship every Sunday morning.
..to the Fellowship Committee and volunteers for the Chicken Pot Pie pick-up dinner.
-..to St. John’s Bible Study students for completing their study of the book of Revelation.

...to Penny Lahue, teacher and Gayle Ganser, assistant for continuing our Confirmation
program during our pastoral transition.

..to Ondie Neifert, Nancy Recker, and helpers for preparing the 2024 offering
envelopes and the 2023 Giving Statements, and counting and recording offerings every
week.

...to our Newsletter Volunteers who collate News From Tle Pews.

...to Bill Gilfert, Ruthann Brandt, and Worship and Music for inspiring seasonal and
meaningful worship.

-..to all members and friends, worshiping in-person and online, for your faithfulness and
generosity!



A LITTLE R & R
(Reminders & Recipes)

&)

CD WHEN YOU OR A LOVED ONE goes into the
MARCH NEWSLETTER hospital please tell them that you are a member of

DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 20TH! St. John’s Lutheran Church in Coplay. Use our

Please have all articles for t}}‘e Marc}: code #277. Please call Pastor Tim (610-704-
newsletter in the Newsletter “mailbox 2845) or Council President Joe Danner (484-788-

autsice. fie lChurCh office by Sunday, 9792) for prayer. This will also ensure that we
February 20. Thank you! know and can visit you.

Zucchini Patties

1 %2 cups grated zucchini

1 egg, beaten

2 Tbsp. flour

1/3 cup finely minced onion
2 tsp. seasoned salt

Mix all ingredients together.
Heat a skillet with about 3 tablespoons oil.

Drop zucchuni mixture by tablespoons onto the skillet at medium
high heat. Turn and brown both sides.

Remove and drain on paper towels.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! g
to Everyone Celebrating S
their Birthday in Lo 8 e
FEBRUARY! LS AneY

God Bless You and Your Special Day!!!




ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
COPLAY, PENNSYLVANIA
2024 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Pastoral Transition
Pastor

Nancy Recker
Treasurer

Ondrea Neifert
Financial Secretary

1344 Stewart Street
Northampton, PA 18067

4410 Henry Street
Easton, PA 18045

(cell) 484-788-2917
nancy_recker@yahoo.com

(home) 610-253-3994
(cell) 610-216-9216
oneifert@rcn.com

Members of Council elected by the Congregation whose terms expire at the end of 2024:

Louise Hash (2)

Jeffrey Reinhard (1)

Nadine Shull (1)
Council Secretary

Vacancy

4823 Hillside Road
Northampton, PA 18067

123 Orchard Drive, Apt. 6
Whitehall, PA 18052

1438 Washington Avenue
Northampton, PA 18067

(home) 610-261-2746
(cell) 484-294-6456
lhash51@msn.com

(cell) 484-201-8459
reinhardwhi4@aol.com

(cell) 610-393-4115
nshull@rcn.com

Members of Council elected by the Congregation whose terms expire at the end of 2025:

Joseph Danner, Jr. (1)
Vice President

Gayle Ganser (1)

William Gilfert (2)

Jeremy Snyder (2)

566 East Eighth Street
Northampton, PA 18067

3194 Park Street
Whitehall, PA 18052

3311 South Front Street
Whitehall, PA 18052

413 Buckingham Drive
Northampton, PA 18067

(cell) 484-788-9792

jedanner71@outlook.com

(home) 610-502-0297
(cell) 484-695-3696
pochron5@aol.com

(cell) 610-657-0078
wngenter@gmail.com

(cell) 484-767-6277
Jjsnyder227@gmail.com

Members of Council elected by the Congregation whose terms will expire at the end of 2026:

Veronica Dech (1)
Gregory Miller (1)
Elizabeth Napoli (2)

Kenneth Napoli (2)
President

7091 Copenhagen Square
Bethlehem, PA 18017

5996 Coplay Road, Apt. 8
Coplay, PA 18037

345 Calvert Street
Whitehall, PA 18052

345 Calvert Street
Whitehall, PA 18052

(cell) 484-264-3173
vdech68@gmail.com

(cell) 610-393-9421
millergp@rcn.com

(cell) 484-225-2634
enapob6@gmail.com

(cell) 484-225-2611
knapoli84@gmail.com
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FEBRUARY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

FEBRUARY 4 FEBRUARY 11
Acolyte — Mackenzie Culver Acolyte — Hailey Correll
Lector — Cindy Zwetolitz Lector — Renee Coyle
Ushers — Penny Lahue*, Antoinette Sehar Ushers — Penny Lahue*, Antoinette Sehar
and Ed Sehar and Ed Sehar
Communion Assistant — Joe Danner
FEBRUARY 14 — ASH WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 18
Acolyte — Blake Terfinko Acolyte — Avery Tomecek
Ushers — Penny Lahue*, Antoinette Sehar Lector — Sheila Yudt-Gower
and Ed Sehar Ushers — Penny Lahue*, Antoinette Sehar
Communion Assistant — Nancy Recker and Ed Sehar
FEBRUARY 25

Acolyte — Michael Ganser

Lector — Suzette Terfinko

Ushers — Penny Lahue*, Antoinette Sehar
and Ed Sehar

MARCH VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

MARCH 3 MARCH 10
Acolyte — Eli Tomecek Acolyte — Hailey Correll
Lector — Joe Danner Lector — Jeremy Snyder
Ushers — Jeremy Snyder*, Kathleen Sandner Ushers — Jeremy Snyder*, Kathleen Sandner
and Jane Correll and Jane Correll

Communion Assistant — Antoinette Sehar

MARCH 17 MARCH 24 — PALM SUNDAY
Acolyte — Isaac Tomecek Acolyte — Danica Weidner
Lector — Penny Lahue Lector — Jeff Reinhard
Ushers — Jeremy Snyder*, Kathleen Sandner Ushers — Jeremy Snyder*, Kathleen Sandner
and Jane Correll and Jane Correll

Communion Assistant — Louise Hash

MARCH 31 - EASTER

Acolyte — Michael Ganser

Lector — Gayle Ganser

Ushers — Jeremy Snyder*, Kathleen Sandner
and Jane Correll

Communion Assistant — Penny Lahue

Facebook: St.John’sLutheranCoplay
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@ Sunday School
St. Valentine Party
February 11"

Calendar for February 2024

SUN | MON | TUES ] WED THURS FRI SAT
1 2 3
i ASH WEDNESDAY
Holy Communion and
Imposition of Ashes
Wednesday, February 14",
7:30 PM
4 HOLY COMMUNION 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:00 AM:  Sunday School 4:30 PM: 6:30 PM: 7:00 PM: 7:00 PM
10:30 AM: EPIPHANY V HOLY COMMUNION First Year Confirmation Finance and Stewardship ﬂ Sefitor Choit Rehearsal Worship and Music
Class Committee ' Committee
6:30 PM:
Evangelism Committee
7:00 PM:
Social Media Committee
7:30 PM
Property Committee
11 12 13 14 ASH 15 16 17
TRANSFIGURATION
WEDNESDAY
9:00 AM:  SUNDAY SCHOOL VALENTINE 4:30 PM: 6:30 PM: *
PARTY First Year Confirmation ; .
carsal
10:30 AM:  TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD Class 7-zo€~?~e - PICK-UP
WORSHIP SERVICE 7:00‘PM: ) . Ash Wednesday Holy DINNER
Cifeeh Conord Communion and
Imposition of Ashes PRE“ORDERS
Happy DUE
' *
Valentine s Day
18 LENT 1 19 | PRESIDENT’S | 2( 21 22 23 24
DAY
9:00 AM:  Sunday School 4:30 PM: 7:00 PM: - ]
10:30 AM: LENT | WORSHIP SERVICE First Year Confirmation ﬂ Senior Choir Rehearsal 4 5:30 PM %
Class 4‘CHEESE
BAKED ZITI
PICK-UPS
25 LENT 2 26 27 28 29
9:00 AM:  Sunday School 4:30 PM: 7:00 PM:
10:30 AM: LENT Il WORSHIP SERVICE First Year Confirmation iel Senior Choir Rehearsal HONOR OUR
Class ) C R
7-00 PM: PRESIDENTS
Christian Education =N\ /4
Committee @ (’}2 @
Tt - > &




